
T he Transportation Cabinet will soon be installing 
median cable barriers to improve safety on inter-
state highways.  Approval has been given by the 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for installation 
of a median cable barrier system as an experimental safety 
feature.   

 Governor Fletcher said, “We want to employ every 
feasible means of protecting motorists, including the use of 
innovative devices such as this cable system which will 
help reduce median crossover crashes.”   

Construction contracts will be awarded later this 
spring for installation of the experimental system on two 
interstates in Jefferson County, Interstates 64 and 71.  On 
I-64, the median cable barriers will be installed from about 
½ mile east of the Cochran Hill Tunnels to just east of 
Breckenridge Lane (mile points 8.663 to 11.57).  The I-71 
project will extend from the Ohio Street Bridge in down-
town Louisville to the Gene Snyder Freeway (mile points 
0.017 to 9.063). 

 “Since interstates are part of the federal highway sys-
tem, we must obtain approval from FHWA for the use of 
new devices,” said Boyd Sigler, Highway Safety Opera-
tions Manager.  “Receiving approval at this time will allow 
us to move forward with these projects during the upcom-
ing construction season.” 

While other states have installed a three cable system 
on interstates, the Federal Highway Administration has 
approved the Transportation Cabinet to utilize a four cable 
product, Brifen Wire Rope Safety Fence, manufactured by 
BrifenUSA. The locations on I-64 and I-71 were chosen 
based on accident history and on-site engineering re-
view.  The engineering review indicated the medians on 
these two sections are only 40 feet in width.   

A review of median crossover crashes on interstates in 
Jefferson County indicated these areas had higher numbers 
of crossover crashes than other interstate areas.  Once this 
cable barrier system has been evaluated in place, further 
installations will be considered for other locations across 
the state. 
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